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59 
Caesar is consul; marries Calpurnia.  Pompey marries Julia, C’s daughter
gwest@hillsdale.edu
58
bG 1
Helvetii; Ariovistus & the Germans

57
2
Belgae defeated


56
3
Tribes on the sea coast; Crassus in Aquitania

55
4
German  tribes Usipetes & Tencteri; crossing Rhine; Britain;C’s consulship prolonged for 5 years

54
5
2nd British expedition; Ambiorix: Sabinus vs. Q. Cicero; Labienus against the Treveri.  Julia dies.

55
6
2nd crossing of the Rhine; “Ethnology” of Gaul & Germany; search for Ambiorix; invasion of 


Sugambri (Germans); Crassus dies in Parthia.

52        
7
Vercingetorix & the Great Revolt; Clodius is murdered on Appian Way.  Caesar by “Law of 10
Tribunes” allowed to run for consul for 48 in absentia (election of 49); Pompey is sole consul.

51
1-7 published?  (Gelzer). From bG 8, published after 44 by Hirtius: Caesar finishes off Gauls still in arms. 
C’s Roman enemies try recall.

50
 
(From Hirtius bG 8.48:  Caesar in summer marches around among the Treveri.)  Enemies in Rome
 continue to try recall; aim to bring Caesar to trial.

49

Jan. 7, Senate decrees Caesar must give up armies.  Jan. 10, Caesar crosses the Rubicon (border
between Cisalpine Gaul & Italy). Pompey leaves Italy; Caesar elected dictator.

48

2nd consulship; resigns dictatorship.  Battle of Pharsalus (Pompey on the run, murdered in Egypt).
Outline

  I.  Caesar’s presentation of Roman and Gallic virtus in the Commentarii looks forward to the Aeneid.
 II.  Is Caesar a reliable narrator? The evidence of Cicero (e.g. Prov. Cons.), other sources on Gauls & Germans.
       A. Riggsby, Caesar in Gaul and Rome, War in Words, UTexas, 2006; L. Raditsa, “Julius Caesar and his writings,” Aufstieg und Niedergang
       der Roem. Welt, 1,5, Degruyter, 1973; N. Fustel de Coulanges in A.Momigliano, “citta antica de Fustel de Coulanges,” RSI 82, 1970,  p. 94. 
III. Anticipation of the “anthropology” (6.11-20) concerning factions (11) between states & within households:
      Helvetians’ (Orgetorix’) virtus and desire for glory, rule of Gaul; rivalry of Dumnorix & Diviciacus (1.1-30).
      Liscus tells Caesar that Dumnorix & his supporters thought it better to submit to Gallic rule than to Roman 
      rule (perferre imperia, 1.17).  The Romans would surely deprive them of their liberty (libertas).  In 5.7 
      Dumnorix is killed saepe clamitans liberum se liberaeque esse civitatis.
IV. The “anthropology”: designed to convince readers of major differences between Gauls and Romans 
      A. Factions (11); the two parties of Gaul (12), initially the Aedui & Sequani, now Aedui & Remi (b/c of Caesar)
      B.  Two types of distinguished men, druids and knights (13)

           1. Plebs like slaves, sometimes actual slaves
           2. Druids:  in charge of sacrifices; settle disputes; control civic life (law; positions of authority); choosing a

 chief druid; all-Gaul annual meeting; center for study in Britain.  

i. Benefits (14): exempt from taxes and military service

             ii. Tenets: (14) wisdom must be memorized (although they use Greek characters for writing); migration of 


   souls; knowledge of the heavens, earth, and gods
           3. Knights (15): independent powers within civitas
       C. Religious practices: burning victims alive to secure a life (l6); functions of the gods like Roman gods (17);
            believe they are descended from Dis—consequence is that night is the beginning of each day (18)
       D. Other “institutions of life”: sons may not approach their fathers in public until they are trained for war (18);
            (19)husbands equal their wives’ dowry, the survivor gets both (19); men have power of life and death over 
            wives and children; in a suspicious death the wive(s) are interrogated as slaves (tortured), if guilty they are
            tortured and killed; funeral until recently also featured the deceased’s favorite dependents and slaves thrown 
            on the pyre.

       E. (20) Best-governed states require citizens to report all rumors to the magistrate and not spread it abroad 

            because “men who are impetuous and inexperienced are frightened by false rumors and driven into wrong-

            doing or making decisions about matters of great importance.”  It is up to the magistrates to decide what to 

            make public.  No private discussions about matter of state, only in assemblies.

 V.  Anticipation of the “anthropology” of Book 6 regarding characteristics of IV.E: Gauls especially are subject to 
       sudden impulses; hasty decisions, excitability.  The example of Ambiorix (5.26-41) who is stirred up to attack 
       Roman winter camps by a message from a disaffected tribesman.  Caesar’s “take” on why so many states broke 
       their fides with Rome (5.54).

VI.  Passages in the bG on Commius:  4.21,27, 35; 5.22; 6.6; 7.75-6, 79; 8.6-7; 10, 21, 23, 47-8.
